
WHEREAS: EVERY YEAR, 40,000 BABIES ARE BORN WITH FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME, A RANGE OF 
DISORDERS RESULTING FROM PRENATAL EXPOSURE TO ALCOHOL. AS MANY AS ONE OUT 
OF EVERY 100 INDIVIDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES MAY BE AFFECTED BY FASD, IN WHICH 
PERMANENT BRAIN DAMAGE AS A RESULT OF IN-UTERO EXPOSURE TO ALCOHOL LEADS 
TO DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS, LEARNING DISABILITIES, AND PHYSICAL BIRTH DEFECTS. 
IN FACT, ALCOHOL USE IS THE LEADING KNOWN PREVENTABLE CAUSE OF MENTAL AND 
PHYSICAL BIRTH DEFECTS IN THE UNITED STATES. YET MANY WOMEN, UNAWARE OF THE 
IRREPARABLE HARM THEY ARE INFLICTING UPON THEIR BABIES, CONTINUE TO DRINK 
DURING PREGNANCY. 

WHEREAS: EVEN PEOPLE WITH MILDER CASES OF FASD ARE AT HIGH RISK OF LEARNING 
DISABILITIES, MENTAL ILLNESS, AND SERIOUS SOCIAL DISORDERS THAT CAN DISRUPT AN 
OTHERWISE HEAL THY LIFE. BUT FASD CAN BE COMPLETELY PREVENTED WHEN MOTHERS 
ABSTAIN FROM DRINKING DURING PREGNANCY. EDUCATION AND AWARENESS ARE THE 
MOST IMPORTANT TOOLS AT OUR DISPOSAL IN COMBATING FASD, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE 
THAT WE DO ALL WE CAN TO MAKE THE RISKS OF DRINKING DURING PREGNANCY KNOWN. 
ALONGSIDE OTHER EXEMPLARY ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO RAISING PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF FASD, THE FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME SUPPORT NETWORK OF NEW 
YORK CITY AND LONG ISLAND HAS UNDERTAKEN ENORMOUS EFFORTS TO EDUCATE 
PHYSICIANS, SOCIAL WORKERS, AND COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ABOUT THE 
DANGERS OF DRINKING DURING PREGNANCY. 

WHEREAS: IN ORDER TO PROMOTE AWARENESS OF THE EFFECTS OF PRENATAL EXPOSURE TO 
ALCOHOL, TO INCREASE UNDERSTANDING AND PROVIDE SERVICES FOR THOSE AFFECTED 
BY FASD, AND TO ENSURE HEAL THIER COMMUNITIES, WE TAKE THIS DAY TO REMIND 
WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ABSTAINING FROM ALCOHOL USE 
DURING THE DURATION OF PREGNANCY. NEW YORK CITY IS PROUD TO BE A LEADER IN 
NATIONWIDE EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF FASD AND ENSURE A BRIGHTER, 
HEALTHIER FUTURE FOR MOTHERS AND CHILDREN. 

NOW THEREFORE I, MAYOR MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH, 2007 IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK TO BE: 

"INTERNATIONAL FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME DISORDERS AWARENESS DAY" 

Office of the Mayor 

I HAVE HEREUNTO 
CAUSED THE SEAL OF 

YORK TO BE AFFIXED. 


