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fclal Alcohol Spectrum J)j,orde.. A",. rcnes, a ",I Pre'-cntion ~ lonth 

Healthy chI ldren are the most imponant resource in the great State of Ohio; and Fetal Alcohol 
Speclrum Disorders - an mcvcr,iblc, hfelong: condition that affects every aspeci of a chi ld 's life 
and the lT fami ly - poses a serious threat to the polential health of our fumre generations; and 

prenatal exposure to alcohol is the leading calise of preventabl e birth defects, mental 
retardat ion, learning disabilities, attention deficits, and behavior disorders; and 

23 percent of women reported drinki ng alcohol in their firs t tn mester of pregnancy in a re<:cnl 
survey; and (Source: National Organizat ion on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome) 

indiVId ual, with Fe1al Alcohol Spec1rum Disorders often have secondary disabi li ties, such as 
trouble with 1he law, substance abuse issues, dlSrupled school experience_" employment 
problems, and home!cssne>s; and 

one in e,'c>ry 100 babies born in Ohio each year suffers physical, mental and developmcnlal 
disabililies as a res ult of hIS or her mother 's decision to drink Or use dru gs during pregnancy; 
and (Source: Substance Abuse and Mcttlal Health Serv ices Admi nistration) 

it has bc<:n estimated Ihat the cost ofFASD to Ohio taxpayers for providmg spe<:ial services for 
educa1ion. juveni le justice, medical and bcha vi"Tal hca lth services. foster carc and 
unemployment is near ly S300 miilion every year (So urce: Ohio Department of Ilea11h); and 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders are enlirely prcycntable; and 

no amounl o f alcoho l i, safe 10 consume for a pregnant or nursing mot her"- No/ a Single Drop; 
,,' 
people around the world began observing lmc-mational FAS Awarene% Day On Sc-ptember 9 
each yea, bcginmng m 1999, in order that on the nimh day of thc ninth month of the year, the 
world wi il reme mber that during Ihe nine monlhs ofpregnancy a woman should abstain from 
alcohol, 

NOW, TllEREFORF,. I, TED STRICKLAN D, Go"crnor of thc State of Ohio, do h~reby 
officially designate Seplember a" 

FETALALCOIIOL SPl:X.TRUM DfSORDERS AWARENESS AND PREVEN TfON MONTI{ 

In Ohi o, to promote a""arene5S of the effects 0:,'::::';:,':i.~::;;"':,;":k:, ;o','h::o:",,:,:o::',:':'";':;':":"compassion for those individuals so affe<:tcd, 10 I I ' I 
communit ieS across Ihis great , tate in 1he future , 
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