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“FASD: Reaching New Heights Together” 

 
AGENDA 

 
Premeeting Events:  May 12, 2009 

:00 p.m.  Registration 
Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer 

:15 p.m. Building FASD State Systems (BFSS) First Time Attendees’ Session 
Callie B. Gass, Project Director, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Salon G and H 

 
:45 p.m. FASD Overview for Individuals New to the Field 

 Dan Dubovsky, MSW, FASD Specialist, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
     Location: Salon G and H 

:30 p.m. BFSS Opening Poster and Exhibit Display Session: FASD Programs, 
Curricula, Sources, and Accomplishments 
Location: Sandia Ballroom 
 

____________________________________________________________  

Day 1:  May 13, 2009 

:00 a.m.  Registration  
    Location: Grand Ballroom Foyer 

:30 a.m.  Welcome and Introduction 
 Patricia B. Getty, PhD, Task Order Officer, SAMHSA FASD Center for 

Excellence 
    Location: Grand Ballroom 

:45 a.m. SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence: Accomplishments since May 2008 
   Callie B. Gass 
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9:15 a.m.  Opening Keynote Speaker’s Address 

   Introduction: Dr. Patricia B. Getty 

Speaker: 
 Frances M. Harding, Director, Center for Substance Abuse Prevention, 

SAMHSA  
 

10:30 a.m.  Break 
 
10:45 a.m.  Mountains of Success To Inspire Our Work: Sharing Personal Stories  
 Introduction: Mary DeJoseph, DO, Faculty Member, Department of 

Neuroscience, Physiology and Pharmacology, Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine; SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel 
Member; Birth Mothers Network Member 

 Speakers: 
 
 

Cheryl Kyser, Parent, Ohio 
Sarah Kyser, Young Adult with an FASD, Ohio 

 
12:15 p.m. Working Lunch: Invigorating the Field: CDC Updates on Individuals Affected 

with FASD: Intervening with Children Project, Funding Opportunities, and 
Regional Training Centers (RTCs)  

 Moderator: Melinda M. Ohlemiller, MA, Chief Executive Officer, Nurses for 
Newborns Foundation; SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel  
Co-Chair 
Location: Grand Ballroom  

Speakers: 
 

 

Jacqueline Bertrand, PhD, Senior Scientist, FASD Prevention Program, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Georgiana Wilton, PhD, Associate Scientist, Department of Family 
Medicine, University of Wisconsin; FASD RTC Co-Principal Investigator 
and Project Director, Great Lakes FASD Regional Training Center 

 
1:30 p.m. Break 
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2:00 p.m. Day 1 Breakout Sessions 
 

I.  National Association of FASD State Coordinators Moving On Up: A 
Showcase of State Efforts  
Moderator/Speaker: Jerome Romero, National Association of FASD State 
Coordinators (NAFSC) Chair; BFSS Planning Committee Member; SAMHSA 
FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel Member 
Location:  Carlsbad 

 Speakers: 
 

 

 

Felisha Dickey, MSW, MPA, Human Services Program Consultant II, 
Florida Department of Health; NAFSC Member 
Trisha Hinson, MEd, CMHT, FASD Project Director/State FASD 
Coordinator, Mississippi Department of Mental Health; NAFSC Member; 
State Treatment Subcontractor 
Kathy Jo Stence, CAC, Program Analyst, Pennsylvania Department of 
Health, Bureau of Drug and Alcohol Programs; NAFSC Member; BFSS 
Planning Committee Member  

 
II.  Reaching High To Build Engaging Partnerships to Prevent FASD   
Moderator: Susan Doctor, PhD, MEd, FASD Specialist, University of Nevada, 
Reno; BFSS Planning Committee Member 
Location:  Salons G and H 

    Speakers: 
 

 

Dr. Patricia B. Getty 
Callie B. Gass 

 
III.  A Sneak Peek at Implementation of Evidenced-Based Programs Provided 
by FASD Coordinating Center Subcontractors 
Moderator: Melinda Norman, OCPS II, Prevention Regional Coordinator, Ohio 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services; BFSS Planning Committee 
Member  
Location:  Salons I and J 

Speakers: 
 

 

 

 

Shelly Bania, CPC-R, FASD ACHIEVE Project Director, Community 
Assessment Referral Education-CARE, Michigan (Diagnosis and 
Intervention) 
Janet Burtt, MA, MFT, CAS, Clinical Supervisor, Southern California 
Alcohol and Drug Programs, Inc. (Parent–Child Assistance Program) 
Tracey Waller, MBA, RD/LD, IBCLC, WIC Director, Public Health-Dayton 
and Montgomery Counties, Ohio (Screening and Brief Intervention) 
Paulette Romashko, LCSW, Project Director, ARC Smart Start , ARC 
Community Services, Inc., Wisconsin (Project CHOICES) 
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IV.  A Conference for Us: Exploring New Vistas in Camp Settings 
Moderator: Sara Messelt, Executive Director, Minnesota Organization on  
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome; BFSS Planning Committee Member  
Location:  Santa Fe 

Speakers: 
 

 

Julie Gelo, Trainer/Consultant/Advocate/Executive Director, National 
Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Washington State; SAMHSA 
FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel Member 
Barbara Wybrecht, RN, FASD Clinical Nurse Specialist, Spectrum Health 

 
V. Utilizing Mentoring and Modeling To Improve Services for Youth Through 
a Medicaid Waiver 
Moderator/Speaker: L. Diane Casto, MPA, Manager, Prevention and Early 
Intervention Services, Division of Behavioral Health, State of Alaska; SAMHSA 
FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel Member 
Location:  Cimmaron and Las Cruces 

    Speakers: 
 

 

 

Barbara Knapp, Project Director, RPTC/FASD Waiver, State of Alaska, 
Department of Health and Social Services  
Dan Dubovsky, MSW, FASD Specialist, SAMHSA FASD Center for 
Excellence 
Cheri Scott, FASD Family Support Project Manager, Stone Soup Group 

 
3:30 p.m.  Break 
 
3:45 p.m.  Regional Breakout Sessions and State/Territory Goals Update 
    Location: Grand Ballroom 
 

 

 

 

Region A: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,  
Rhode Island, Vermont 
Facilitator: Andrea Savoye, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Grand Ballroom 
 
Region B: Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey,  
New York, Pennsylvania 
Facilitator: Catherine Hargrove, JD, MSW, SAMHSA FASD Center for 
Excellence 
Location: Carlsbad 
 
Region C: Kentucky, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia  
Facilitator: Shayna Amerasinghe, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Santa Fe 
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Region D: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
South Carolina 
Facilitator: Debra Lewis-Muhammad, MPA, SAMHSA FASD Center for 
Excellence 
Location: Salon G 
 
Region E: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin 
Facilitator: Candace Shelton, MS, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Salon H 
 
Region F: Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas 
Facilitator: Jill Hensley, MA, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Salon: I 
 
Region G: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Washington, Wyoming 
Facilitator: Barbara Kosogof, MPH, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Salon J 
 
Region H: Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah 
Facilitator: Lauren Shrader, MA, SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence 
Location: Las Cruces 
 
Region I: Guam, Hawaii, U.S. Virgin Islands 
Facilitator: Dan Dubovsky 
Location: Cimmaron 

 
5:00 p.m.  Adjournment 
 
Day 2:  May 14, 2009 
 
8:00 a.m.  Day 1 Recap 
    Callie B. Gass 

Location: Grand Ballroom 
 

8:05 a.m. Opening Plenary – Looking to the North To Learn From Our Neighbors: 
FASD Efforts in Canada 
Moderator: Dan Dubovsky 

    Speakers: 
 

 

Brenda Bennett, Executive Director, FASD Life’s Journey, Inc., Winnipeg, 
Manitoba  
Kee Warner, Executive Director, Whitecrow Village FASD Society, 
Nanaimo, British Columbia 

 
9:15 a.m.  Break 
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9:30 a.m.  Day 2 Breakout Sessions 
 

I.  The Journey from Adolescence to Adulthood and Beyond 
Moderator: Elizabeth Dahms, MS, RNC, Public Health Consultant/Nurse, New 
Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services; NAFSC Member 
Location:  Carlsbad 

    Speaker: 
 Brenda Bennett  

 
II.  Rising to the Challenge: Increasing Identification of Children (birth-3) 
with an FASD   
Moderator: Cindy Beckett, PhD, RNC-OB, LCCE, Director Pediatrics/Perinatal 
Services and Evidence-Based Practice, Flagstaff Medical Center; Arizona Task 
Force for the Prevention of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol and Other Drugs  
Co-Chair; BFSS Planning Committee Member  
Location:  Cimmaron 

    Speakers: 
 

 

Enid Watson, MDiv, Director, Screening and Early Identification Programs; 
Massachusetts FASD State Coordinator, Institute for Health and Recovery; 
NAFSC Member; BFSS Planning Committee Member 
Norma Finkelstein, PhD, Executive Director, Institute for Health and 
Recovery; SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel Member 

 
III.  The Sky’s the Limit for Connecting with Tribes and Native American 
Groups To Strengthen State Systems 
Moderator: Candace Shelton, MS, Senior Native American Specialist, 
SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence  
Location:  Santa Fe 

 Speakers: 
 

 

 

Danielle Glenn-Rivera, CDS, Planner, Los Angeles County Alcohol and 
Drug Program Administration; AI/AN/NH Expert Panel Member 
Pat Moran, LADC, CADC III, ICADC, Program Manager, White Earth 
Substance Abuse Program; AI/AN/NH Expert Panel Member 
Violet Mitchell-Enos, MSW, Executive Director, Department of Health and 
Human Services, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community; AI/AN/NH 
Expert Panel Member 

 
IV.  Strengthening Advocacy by Turning Educators into Collaborators 
Moderator: Kathy Jo Stence  
Location:  Las Cruces 

Speakers: 
 

 

Barbara Morse, PhD, Director, Fetal Alcohol Education Program, Concord, 
Massachusetts 
Kathryn Dole, MS, OTR/L, District Program Facilitator, Minneapolis Public 
Schools, Minnesota 
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11:00 a.m.  Lunch (On Your Own) 
 
12:30 p.m. Plenary Session – Drinking Among Women of Child Bearing Age and Policies 

To Address the Issue 
 Moderator: Deborah Cohen, PhD, Executive Director, Office for Prevention of 

Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities; SAMHSA FASD Center for 
Excellence Expert Panel Member  
Location: Grand Ballroom 

Speaker:  
 Raul Caetano, MD, MPH, PhD, Regional Dean and Professor, University of 

Texas School of Public Health and University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center at Dallas  

 
1:45 p.m. Break 
 
2:00 p.m. Closing Plenary Session – Sparking the Future: Current Science and 

Research Trends in the Field 
Introduction: Pamela Gillen, ND, RN, CAC III, Assistant Professor of Research 
and Project Director, COFAS Prevention Program/Colorado AHEC System, 
University of Colorado Denver; National Association of FASD State 
Coordinators Member; SAMHSA FASD Center for Excellence Expert Panel  
Co-chair 

 Speaker: 
 Feng C. Zhou, PhD, President, FASD Study Group 

 
3:45 p.m.  Wrap Up and Closing Remarks 

   Dr. Patricia B. Getty, Callie B. Gass 
 

4:00 p.m.  Adjournment 
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